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the rising middle class. Even in externals it is possible
to trace a transition during that decade of 1850 to
1860, and it is a transition from oligarchy to plutocracy.
Never, for a young nobleman, would life be quite
so privileged or effortless again.

I have before me a miniature of Lord Dufferin
painted in the early 'forties while he was still a boy
at Eton. The style, or more exactly the point of view,
of that miniature differs but slightly from the Hopp-
ners and Raeburns of the previous century. One sees
not a schoolboy merely, but the representative of a
special caste. In a few years that boy would go to
Christ Church where again his life would be differen-
tiated. He would have his meals at a separate table,
his fees and his lectures would be based upon a special
schedule, he would wear a silken gown and from the
centre of his mortar-board would dangle a golden tuft.
On leaving Oxford the road to eminence would be
cleared of all subsidiary traffic. Did he hesitate to
face the vulgarities of a parliamentary election ? An
English peerage was at once placed at his disposal.
Did he desire to obtain some official position ? He
had but to call at Downing Street to become a Lord
in Waiting. Did foreign travel attract him ? There
was his schooner, with the chintz and firelight in the
cabin, and his private physician to care for his health.
Was he curious to sample the ardours of warfare ?
British Admirals and French Generals violated all
regulations to do him honour. Did the Arctic circle
enthral him with the silence of its midnight sun ?
A French frigate, a member of the French Imperial
house, were all too glad to take his schooner in tow.

Even in London, even in such a detail as his personal